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serviceable and powerful ally of the Holy See, is He likely
to have given "several hundred" to the Cardinal of Ruthenia
and Catalan nobles? Finally, the heathen Cardinal Platina,
who wrote his History of the Popes in the reign of the
Lord Xystus* P.P. IV (the third in succession from the
Lord Calixtus P.P. Ill,) expressly mentions the magnifi-
cence of the library of the Lord Nicholas P.P. V, which,
certainly, he could not have known if it had been de-
stroyed in the manner described by the lying Bishop
Vespasiano da Bisticci of Vicenza.
One "philistine" act may be admitted on behalf of the
Lord Calixtus P.P. III. He sold the silver from the bind-
ings of those books. He sacrificed them for the crusade in
defence of Christendom. He also sold all the Vatican plate,
He insisted that the salt-cellar of His Own table should be
of earthenware, not gold; and, indeed, He even offered His
tiara in pledge for the same admirable object. He was
blamed.
The Lord Calixtus P.P. Ill was by no means the enemy
of letters. He made havoc among the decadents, the affected
literary poseurs who infested the Borgian as well as the
Victorian Era; but He cherished genius, and to scholars
of distinction He was a generous patron. The diverting
case of Messer Lorenzo Valla will serve for an example.
This notable, being one of the secretaries of King Don
Alonso I, was well-known to the Holiness of the Pope.
He was erudite beyond most of his contemporaries, of a
daring temperament, and impatient of bad scholarship,
falsehood, and superstition. In 1440 he indited a merciless
exposure of the monstrous fiction now known as the
1 The first Pontiff of this name, fifth in succession from the Lord
St. Peter P.P., is named in the Canon of the Mass as XYSTUS
lEwTos cfr Xanthus (Bdyfay)]. The same form XYSTUS occurs in
the Kalendarium, and, in fact, in all officially issued liturgies; and is
adopted also in the authorised English version of the Liturgy. The
word SIXTUS does not appear to be a Latin word at all, and is not
in Andrew's Latin-English Lexicon. It most likely is a debased cor*
tuption from XYSTUS, when Latin liquefied into the Italian